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In addition to these, there will be submitted to you separ-
ate messages upon subjects confided to the direction of the
Chief Exeecutive, as upon quarantine, upon appropriations
under the control of the Governor, upon the sale and exchange
of bonds authorized to be issued by the Sixteenth Legisla.
ture, and upon loans to railroad companies of the special
school fund.

These reports and messages, with the others that have pre-
viously been referred to, are designed to exhibit to the Leg-
ielature.a full and complete view of the operations of the gov-
ernment, during the two preceding years of my administra-
tion, and to present for consideration such recommendations
of amendment, a8 have been shown to be necessary, which I
most respectfully recommend to your favorable considera-
tion. To some of them, it is designed to call your attention
more especially hereafter as the basis of recommendation.
‘When they shall have been fully examined, it is confidently
believed that, notwithstanding the general reduction of ex-
penses, you will find that in every department and branch of
the governmental gervice their efficiency has been sustained
and generally increased, and that more system has been in-
troduced, and that they are in better condition now than be-
fore, for progressive improvement.

For the present, now at the commencement of your labors
for the good of the State, I ask your attention especially to
the reports of the asylums, and of the penitentiaries, at
Huntsville and at Rusk, that I may enter a plea for the un:
fortunates of the land—the lunatic, the deaf and dumb, the
blind, the convict, and especially for the youthful criminal
who has been led into crime by the bad example and teach.
ings of older and worse people.

We have now on hand a large surplus of revenue—a thing
that never occured before in the history of this State ; so
large indeed, that the freguency lately of the robberies of
banks and store-houses, and of people on the roads, suggested
to me the propriety of having it guarded by a military force,
that may now be seen in the capital enclosure, so that some-
body should certainly be hurt, if the people’s money, collec-
ted in the Treasury, should be attempted to be robbed.

I respectfully recommend that enough of .this surplus rev-
enue, be appropriated to enlarge the Lunatic Asylum, so as to
enable it to receive every lunatic in the State, and that promptly,
for medical attention for relief, if practicable, and ag a home if
found incurable, of whom there are now not fewer than two
or three hundred in jails and other places, suffering for want
of proper care; to the institutions of the Deaf and Dumb and
Blind, that those unfortunate classes of persons may have their
misfortune alleviated, and of whom there are now not less
than one or two hundred, that might be benefitted; and to
the two penitentiaries, 8o as to make convicts, condemned to
that sort of punishment, be sent to a place of penitence, and
reform, in fact, and not as now to be placed in servile bond-
age; and to a reformatory institution for convicts under
seventeen years of age, that should not, as now, be placed in
contact with experienced and hardened felons. It can hardly
be necessary in this agesto present reasons for these objects,
which must be esteemed, in any civilized country, the most
deserving of charity and benevolence of any others, and as
placing the State under the highest obligations for relief at
the first moment it finds itself able to furnish it. Fortunately
it now has the ability, by the use of this most fortunate sur-
plus revenue, if it should be used for those purposes.

To enlarge the improvements of the Lunatic Asylum so as
to receive all that should be in it now, will require an outlay
of about $200,000, as it has been estiinated. To do the same
in regard to the Blind and Deaf and Dumb Asylums will re.
quire about $50,000 each, To finish improvements and fur-
nish machinery for each one of the two penitentiaries will re-
quire about $150,000 each, which will be seen from esti-

mate that will be furnished, and when completed they can
gradually be filled up with convicts, as they can be utilized
within the walls, numbering from twelve to fifteen hundred
of them. And to provide & reformatory institution, embrac-
ing a small farm and workhouse with other things necessary,
will require $25,000 to $50,000.

It is submitted that the State, having undertaken to give
relief and make reform on these subjects, should not stop
half way in the effort, but being now able should complete these
things that have been begun so as to fully accomplish the
objects designed, than which there could be nothing more
creditable to her people, and it must be presumed more con-
formable to their patriotic aspirations.

These institutions are, each and all of them, under good
management, and are, and have been, most satisfactorily and
harmoniously conducted, with increasing usefulness, and in-
creasing favor and appreciation, that give full assurance that
the  favor of the government will be profitably bestowed on
them. Respectfully submitted,

0. M. ROBERTS. Governor.

The secretury proceeded to read the message, when on mo-
tion. of Senator Terrell, the reading of the same was sus-
pended.

Senator Duncan moved that five thousand copies of the
Governor's message be ordered to be printed, and that the
Secretary be authorized to contract for the same. Adopted.

On motion of Senator Swain, two thousand copies of the
Governor’s message were ordered to be printed in German.

Senator Harris introduced a bill entitled “An act for the
reljef of all persons whose lands have been sold for taxes and
bought in by the State.” Referred to Committee on Public
Lands.

Senator Buchanan of Grimes, chairman of Committee on
Engrossed Bills, submitted the following report;

CoMMITTER ROON,
AusTIN, January 14, 1881,
Hon. J. D. Sayers, President of the Senate:

Your Committee on Engrossed Bills have compared Senate concurrent
resolution, allowing room in the Capitol building for the Western Union
Telegraph office, and find the same correctly engrossed.

BuoHANAN of Grimes, Chairman.

On motion of Senator Ross, the Senate adjourned till 10
o'clock to-morrow morning.

FOURTH DAY.

SeNATE CHAMBER,
AusTiN, January 14, 1881.

Senate met pursuant to adjournment; Lieutenant-Governor
Sayers in the chair.

Roll called—quorum present.

Prayer by the Chaplain.

On motion of Senator Shannon, the reading of the journals
of yesterday was dispensed with, and the-same adopted.

Senator Homan, for the Committee on Public Printing,
submitted the following report:

CoMMiTTER Roowm,
AusTIN, January 14, 1881.
Hon, J. D, 8ayers, Prosident of the Senate:

Your Committoe on Public Printing, to whom was roforred Senato reso-
lution No. 2, providing for the printing of the journals of the Senate, have
considered the same, and I am instrucled to recommend its, pagsage, with
the accompanying amendment. HoMaN, for Committee,

Amendment proposed by committee:

Strike out of resolution the words “and five hundred gopies daily to be
reserved for binding.”

Resolution read and committee amendment adopted.

Senator Martin of Navarro, moved a division of the ques-
tion. Carried, and the first division “providing for the print-
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ing of five hundred copies of the journal of the Senate daily
for the uee of Senators,” was adopted.

The second division providing that Seoators may take not
more than thirty copies of such papers daily as coutain a sy.
nopeis of the proceedings of the Senate at a cost not to exceed
three cents per copy, on a call for the yeas and nays, wag
adopted by the following vote:

YEAR—22,
Buchanan of Grimes Homen, Shannon,
Buchanon of Wood,  Houston, Btewnrt,
Burgea, Lightfoot, Stubbs,
Burton, Martin of Cooke, Bwain,
Qooper, Moore, Terrell,
Davenport, Paiton, Weatherred,
Gopeh, Rainey, Wynno,
Henderson,

NAYS—8,
Duncan, Lair, Roas,
Harris, Lane, Tilsoun,
Hightower, Mactin of Navario,

NOT VOTING.

Powors.

Senator Gooch offered the following resolution:

Resolved, That the chairman oun the Committes of Conetitutional
Amendments shall be allowed a cletk for said eommiites when he findg his
Borvices NOAsERLTY.

On motion of Senator Burges, the following amendment
was adopted:

YThat the Commitiee on Penitentiaries be allowed the sama privilege.”

And the resolution as amended, was adopfed.

Senator Burton introduced a joint resolution “amending
article 7, of the Constitution of the State of Texas, relating to
adueation and the public free achools.”

Read and referred to Committes on Education.

Senator Martin of Navarro offered the following reselution,
which was adopted:

Resotved, That the chairtnan of the Committee on Finance be allowed a
clerk, should he desm auch clerk nocessary.

Senator Houston introduced a bill to be entitled ‘An act to
encourage the construction of artesian wells.” Referred to
Committee on Internal Improvements.

Senator Terrell, chairman of Judiciary Committee No. 1,
submitted the following reports:

ComuITTEE Roox,
ATUBTIN, January 14, 188),
Hon. J. D, Bayors, Prosidout of the Bopato:

Your Judiciary Committce No, 1 have had under consideration Senuate
bill No. 6, being “*An act to givo orders of salo forocloaing liens upon resl
cgtate, the force and effect of writs of restitution,” and have instructed mo
to report it back to tho Senate with the aceompanying amendments, and,
aa amended, to recommend ite pussage. TeRRELL, Chairmun.

Amend by substituting the word * possession” in liow of the word
# nestitution ™ wherever it oceurs, both in the cuption aod in the body of
the bill. Also, add the following after ihe word “title” in the ninetoonth
ling, to-wit: “as agninst the defendnnt in fhe suit for foreclosure, and
those purchasing or holding such propoerty under puch defendant, pending
such suit.”

Bill read first time.

CouurrTee Rooy,

AUSTIR, January 14, 1881,
‘Hon. J. . Bayors, Precident of the Seuats;

Your Judiciury Committes No, 1 have had undet consideration Benate
bill No. 4, belng “An act to repenl articla 451, chapter 8, of title 17, of ‘an
act to adopt and establish the Rovised Civil Statutes of the State of Taxag,'”
and believing esid article 461 w0 be in confliet with snother provision of
the tatute (article 4760) relating to the anme subject, have ingiructod meo
to report the bill back to the Senate and rocommend ils passage.

TenrELL, Ohairmen,

Bill read first time.

Senator Lane introduced a bill entitled “An act making
the office of county surveyor an office of record."” Referred
o Judiciary Committes No. 1.

Senator Harris introduced & joint resolution to amerd sec-
tion 13, article 8, of the Constitution. Referred to Com-
mittee on Conatitutional Amendments.

Senator Homan introduced a hill entitled ‘‘An act to pre-

seribe the requisites of indictments in certain cases.” Referred
to Judiciary Committee No. 2,

On motion of Senator Stewart, two hundred copies of the
above bill were ordered printed.

Senator Homan introduced a bill entitled “An act making
an appropriation for the mileage and per diem pay of mem.
bers, and the per diem pay of the officers and employees of
the Seventeanth Legislature. Referred to Committee on
Finance.

Also, ©An act making an appropriation to pay thoe contin-
ent expenses of the Seventeenth Legislature." Retferred to
ommittes on Contingent Expenses.

Senator Buchanan of Wood introduced a bill entitled “An
act to prevent drunkenness, and temporary insanity produced
by the excessive use of ardent spirits, from being plead in
courts of justice in justification of criminal offenses com.
mitted in the State of Texas." Referred to Judiciary Com-
miftee No. 2.

Senator Duncan introduced a bill entitled “An act to
amond erticles 111 and 112 of chapter 5 of an act entitled
‘an act to adopt and establish s Penal Code and a Code of
Criminal Procedure for the State of Texas, passed at the
regular session, A. D. 1870." Referred to Judiciary Com.
mittee No. 2.

Senator Cooper introduced a “Joiné resclution proposing
an amendment to section 21, article 5 of the Constitution of
the State of Texas." Referred to Committee on Constitu-
tional Amendmenta.

The following message was received from his Excellency

the Governor:
Bxxovrive OFrom, BTATE oF TuXAs,
Apgtiv, January 14, 1881,
To the lenorable Benate nud Touws of Repaosontutivee, in Loglaluture assombled:
Genilemen—1I herawith tranemit to you n apocial measage on subject of
quarantine. This, though in the shape of a message, is it the nature of &
repors to the Legislaturo in relstion to matters placed under control of the
Governor. The rin:incgh Board have had a sufficient pumber printed {n
advance for the use of the Legislature, which will be distributed,
Respectfully submitied,
0. M, Roperts, Governor.

THE STATE OF TrxAS, BxrouTIVE OFFIOB,
January 11, 1881,

To iha Honorable, the fenaste and House of Representativos, in the Legisluturs assem-
bled:

The laws of the State havinﬁ placed the Chief Executive in the
eltitude of the supervisor of the State quarantine operations, and
required him to approve all of the accounts for axpenass incurred in
that business, for which the State is made liable, it has been thought

roper to report gomewhat in detail the means adopted under the
aw, and results attnined during the two years of my administration
of its affairs, with such recommendations as the expericnce of the
past has suggested for the future,

QUARANTINE LAWS,

Two laws were passed in 1870 by the Legislature, making pro-
vision for quarsntiue upon the coast of Texae; to be declored and
its continvance determined by the Governor. 'I‘he{ contemplated
that the city and town authoritios on the coast should institute and
conduct its operations, except that where it was needed at any placo
on the coast, where there wag no such city or town, the Governor
might appoint an afficer and establish it, This was amended by &
law [n 1875, suthorlzing county oourls, of couniles on the coast,
where there were no cities or towns, to control its operations. It
scema to have been expocted to bo self-sustaining, by certaiun fees and
fines to bo levied and eollected, and only the sum of $10,000 was
appropriated by the act of 1870 for any contingent deficiencies. An
appropriation was contipued from i'ear to year, which by the act of
15?{5 waa $12,000. The fees being levied on the vessolawers decided
to e an interference with commerce, and were abandoned as s means
of supporting quarsntine. The accounts were theu authenticated
by the authoritics eoatrolling the quarantine stations on the cnast,
and were audited for payment by the Comptroller out of the anaual
appropriation.

be Governor was only required to declare the beglmning and
ending of quarantine and determine the length of time during
which a vessel from an infected port should be detained, These
laws recognize, without expressly granting, the right of any city or
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town not on the cosst to establish its own quarantiue; but for the
cxpeness of which no provision was or is made.

t i to be noticed that these aws make the distinction between
the Btate quarantlne on the coast, the expenses of which were paid
by the State, and local interior quorantine, whero they are not. This
distinction is continued as the basis of the two lawa passed in 1879,
one in the reguiar nnd one in the epecial session, which have ngnlly
enlarged the provislons for, and operatious of, quatantine in Texaa.
The State quaraniina extends, or may be extended when necesssry
to all of the exterior borders of the State; the powers and duties o
the Governor are enlarged; provision made for an advising physt-
cian fo aid the Governor; sll of the expenses are to be pald by the
Btats ; stiil the auiherities of the cilies, towns and countics, con-
trolling the quarantine stalions, act as wstrumentalitics In carrying
out the State quarsntine during its coutinuance, and it is only upon
their failure to enforee an efliclent quarantine, thnt the Governor is
required to take nbsolute conirol of the quarantine operntions at
any of the stations,

'heselaws cap not be said to be definite snd harmonious in their
provislons, conseguently much ificully wns encountered during
ihe year 1870 in the effort to reduce the operations under them Lo &
consigtent system. Thoso dilculties were greatly increased by the
early period 1n the spring of that year, whe it becnme necessury to
declare quarantive upen the coast, and shortly afterwards upeon the
eastern and northern borders of the Btate,

During sit months, embracing oll of the summer and parts of the
spring and fall, almost daily atiention was requived to investicate
facts, through the aid of Dr. Rutherford, the State health officer,
who wag kept repeatedly going from sistion to station on tle coast,
sud to the Interior border of tho Btate, and to. decide guestions in-
volving the most soridus congoguences. The magoitude of the busl-
ness, o suddenly thrust upon us with so little time for preparation
and systematic adjustment, caused o much grenter expense than had
ever been Ineurred bofore, Siill the Sisto was amply repaid by
keeping the yellow fever out of the State.

In order to be hetter prepared for next season, there assembled at
Gelveaton in April of this year, 1880, upon my invitation, most of
tie heaith officers of tne coast, and some froni the interior, for the
purpogs of muiual consuttation and co-operation, whe organized snd

ed rasolutions axpressive of thelr unlted views, With Lhe bene-

t of them, added to my previous ex}:erience. I issued the following
‘'quaraniine proclamation” which I here insert, beeause it will con-
vey a_better ides of the quarantine opcrations of the sesson just
passed, than can be givea by any other explanation, nnd beeause it
woaa acted on without alteration and withont any diffleulty during
the whole season, from the tenth of May to the tenth of Novembar.

QUARARTINE PROCLAMATION.

Mo, 1—1880,
Exrcurive Orriop, I_
Austin, Texns, April 27, 1880,

Bo 1T xxyown, that I, 0. M. Roberts, by the outhorlty vestad in
me a8 Governor by the laws of this Btate, do heroby declare quaren-
tlne to exist, aud to Le enforced on the coost of Texas, at the sta-
tions hereinafter mentioned, to commmence from nod afler the tentl
day of May, A, D. 1880, and te coatinue unti! closed or modified by
direction of the Gavernor,

First—Hald quarantine shall be applied to any vessels sailing from,
or touching at, any port or place souti of north latitude twenty-five
degrees, and entoring any port of the cosst of Texas, and also to
vessels sailing from poris north of that degree of lalitzde, so soon
asthey or any one of them shall have heen declared to have infec-
tious disemse, liable to be carnied 1n said vessels, their passengers,
cargoes or crews; and should the health officer at any of such of our
const stations be sutiafied of the existence of such infeciious disedse
&t aport or ports or place north of that degree lefors it is so de-
clared, he shall have authority to detain the vessel sad report the
facts 1 the Governor for his action thereon.

igmﬂd-—The said guarantine is to be enforced under the following
rules:

Rure 1. All vessels arriving ab any of said coast stations shall
cotne to anchor, and not beallowed to weigh anchor, until hoarded
by the quarantine officer of the station.

Roie 2. Haid vessels shinll bo detained jong enough for thorough
and exhaustive sanitary inspection by the medical officer, and shali
pot move from the station unti] granted free pratigue by said officer.

Ruue 8. It shall be the duty of the medical officer io ascertain
every possible fact pertalping to the sanitary condition of said ves-
gol, its crew, passengers, nnd cargo, that might endanger the in-
habitants of this Btate; and in all casea of doubst the vessel shall bo

Isced in quorantine twenty days from the date of inspection, and
fn cages of sickness of infectious or contagious character said vessel
shall ba detalned in quorantine twenty-ive days after all auch dis-
case on said vessel has disappesred; and if in any case the heallh

officer chould be satisfied that a delention for o longoer iime than -here
prescribed is necessary for safety, he must forthwith report the facts
to the Governor.

Rure ¢ Any contemplaied modifications of Rule 8 at any of such
porta shall firat be submitied to the Governor for his action, lo be
granted only upon such ¢ouditions as to expense, and under such
regulalions as may be prescribed, go ng to secure positive safety,
which action shullygovern nll porie alike, upon similint conditions,
regiilntions, and restrictions, as nearly ne may be found practicubie.

Third—All vessels coming from infected ports, laden with such
artcles only as will not convey yellow fever, such pa the following:

Iron and stecl not covered with cloth or paper;

Bacon in bulk, or in hogsheads or boxes;

Lard in barrels, kcgs, or metallic vossels;

Balt of every descripiion;

Lime and cement in bulk or barrels;

Sulphates of zine, ivon, copper, and polussa, ot Lhoir chlovides
and carbonates, may be admitted upon such conditions, regulaione,
and restrictions as may be stipnlated beforelinnd for the rdmissjon
of such vessels at nny port, and proper arrangements made therefor
under such direclions as may be sanctioned by the Governor.

Fourth~—Yessels coming emply from infected ports for shipping
cattle may be sdmitied at sny port after completo arrapgeticnts
have Leen made to insure positive safety, under such conditions,
regulntions and restriciions as may be preseribed beforehand upon
application therefor.

Ffth—The siation at Babine Pass will be noder the control, for
quarantine purposes, of such health officer and other agentr and
employces a3 may be appointed by Lhe county judge and commis-
gioners' court of Jefferson county. Tho pass ac Galveston to be
under the control of the board of health of said city, and such
health officers, agenis and employees s thoy may appoint for.quar-
tina purposcs, The stations at (he mouths of the Drazos and
Dernard rivers, and Ban Luis Pass, to be under the control of the
county judge and commissioners’ court of Brazoria county,
and stich health officor, and guards, and empioyees ay they may ap-
peint. The station at Pass Caballo to be under control of the cor-
porate authorities of Indianola, and such health officer, agents and
employecs ag they may nppoint. The gtation ot Aransag Tass, and
that at Qorpus Ohristi FPass, to he under the control of the city
authorities of Corpus Christ, and such health officer, ugeat and
employeesas they may appoint. The station at Brazos Santingo and
at the mouth of the Itio Smnde, g0 far as Texns has s right thefent,
to be under the control of the city authorities of Brownsville, and
guch aealth officer, agents and employees ag they may sppoiat; and
aaid city authorities shall also, whenever it may bacome necesanry
for quaranline prurposcs, smke provisien for ;fnard‘mg and assumin;i
conirol of all crossings of the Iio Grande lending to snid ¢lty, o
which, however, notice of its necessity shall forthwith be given to
the Governor for his sanetion or lisapproval, The mumicipsl
atithorities of tia city of Houston and tha board of health nppototed
by them, I any, to have control of that city and snch other points in
the county of Harrla ns leads to it. and with suthority Lo appolut a
health officer and such employees a8 may be vequiréd whenever 1t
shall become necessary, and not before, to catnblish o quarantine
there for the protectinn of that ity and the cowniry In rear of It, of
which notice is requested Lo be given to the Execulive for his aclion
thereon.

Sizéh—The local authorities thus recognized na tuking control of
each of enid atations are requested to muke confracts with said offi-
cers ahid employees, consaliing thercin bolh efffciency and economy,
and provide such things otherwise 53 may be deemed necessary for
the service, aubject to the approval of the Eovernor, and promptiy
reporl the same to him, with names of persons, their duties, the
prices agreed on, and cost of things purchased; and whencver any
addition to or change is requircd to be made, that is also to be
promptly reported.” They will also approve all aceounts admitted
to be just, and forward them to the Governor for bis approval,
Apecifying the nature of the service or the object for which accounts
have been made; und as sooun us practicalle furnish him a rough
gkatch on foolscap peper of the station at each port, showing by the
relation and pames of places how the guarantine arrangements inve
been made and carried on for the safety of the country.

Seventh—All vesgels arriving at any port of Texas from any port
gouth of the twenty-fifth degree of north iatitude should be taken
to be doubtful as to the safery of admilting it, unlesa, in reference
to that particular porl south of tae twenty-fifth degree of north
latitude, it bas been shown beforchand that vo iafectious disenses
prevailed at that place when the vessel left it, or a reasonable time
before, and it is so authoritatively declared upon full information
sent to this office.

Fighii—The respective boards snd health officers should give heed
1o the instructions and advice of the National Beard of Health and
ite officers, given fo aid of the State guarnutine, not disregarding,
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however, the more rigid and restrictive rules herein required and
made necessary by the nearness of our coast to the tropice,
Ninth—Any vessol coming from s port or place north of the
twenty-flfth degree of latitude, and which las not been south of it
durig this season, ot which has been properly disinfected, sfier
beibg there, and contains s cargo that hes recontly been Lrought
from a Fort or place south of that latityde, or from an infected port
north of it, which cargo lias been properly disinfected, of which eat-
wiactory informution must be furnishoed to the heslth officer al uny
Taxes port, may e admitted after thorough ingpection and no sus
{cion of danger is euteriained; but if there has been no proper dis-
nfection of tho vessel, whou necessnry, and of the cargo, the vesset
mugt be regarded ns doubtful and treatel 48 such; nnd passenzers
or craw recently from south of said lwtitude would give the vessel
the same doubtful character, Aud wheo quaranilue shall have Ueen
deolared upon the land borders of the Stute, the same precautions
must be taken in regard to wll trepieal productions and Lo passeugers
and employeos trunsporied in railroad cars or steatnboals or other
veasels into Texas,
Tenth—Whenever any preparations shall be made for disinfecting
vepgola, or vossels and ecargoes, at any stution on tha coast, or on the
land borders of tho Btale, they must be subinitted with foll descrip-
tions to the Governor, who will pass upon them with the aid of the
advising physician, who shall bave fivst inspected them, aod in all
such cases perfect safety muat be assured before they will be 1aken
charge of by the health officer at any such station for use, and then
;ll:ggr sueh conditions, regulutions and restrictions ag may e stipu-
ated.
Elevenih—The respective bosrds and officers acting under them
wlll please examine and observe the laws of this Stale relatiug to

uarantine, both in the Digest of Civil Hlatutes vnd in the General

aws of the Sixteenth Legislature, and all civil officers nnd citizens
are reapectfully requerted to nid eaid officers in the enforcement of
the laws and regulsiions under then for the safety of ihe people of
the Blate against the terrible ravages of Infectious disenses, and
especinlly of ycllow fever, to waich we are the more subject from
our gouthern locality and long warm weather in spring, summer and
fall months

Nwelfth—DBuing invested with the great respohsibility of aiding
and proleciing the lives of the people of Texus from infectipus dis-
essea entering our borders om the gulf and on Innd, with the sid of
an advising physician, I respectfully solicit information from any

ood citizen, at any station port or place, in or out of T'exas, in rela-
fian to anything relating to quaraotine, which after fnve-tigation
may be be ieved to endaoger the safety of the country sgainat con-
tagions disenses,

Thirteenth—In anticipation of the possiLility of the fellow fever or
other infections discase enterlng the territory of the United States at
soms poiut notth of the tweaty-fifth degreo of north latltude, the
following direetions are Lereby reguested to be observed, so as o
Sromptly establish a quarantine om the eastern and northers bor-

erg of the Statd as soon as it may become necesenry, and to be
then, and not until then, put in force and practical operation;

The couuty commissioners’ eourt of Orange county will take con-
trol of the sintion st the railrond crossing of the Sabine river, near
thie town of Orange, and of the other crossings of said rver leading
to Texas in said county, and appaint a healtl officer, agents, guards
and employees therefor. The corporate anthorities of%hn‘shnll wild
take like control of the slation st Wauskum, at the erossing of the
Texns and Pacifle railroad of the Texas line, and of otlier croasings,
of said line 1n Hartison county, aud appolat n health officer, nnrﬁs
and employees in like manner, Bo the corporate authorities of Toxar-
kane. will take conirol of the sialion on the railroad at that place,
and at such other crosginge of Red river und the Btate line ns are in
Bowie county, and appoint a health officer, guards and other em-
ﬂgyﬂes therefor. And so the corporate authorities of LDenison will

& cantrol of the station whero the rilroad crosses Red River near
that place, and other vrossings into Grayson county, and appolnt a
health officer, guards and employes therefor in like manner, and bo
ready to take action of themsclves upon receiving relinble informa-
tion that the yellow fever hus appeared at any plice within the in-
terior of the United Stutes; and until more specifiz directions are
&lven from this offlee they will enforce the quarantine regulations
a5 nearly ag praciicable against any such infeeted places a3 are
herein prescribed for the stations on the coast of Texne:

y the Governor: 0. M. Ronenrrs,
frs] T. H. boOWMAN, Governor.
Acting Secretary of State.

ORGANIZATION OF QUARANTINE, 1880.

Furguant to the directions in this proclamation, o quarantineg was
catnblished at tho following stutlons: At Babine Pass, by the county
commisaisners’ court of Jefforson county; nt Galvesion, by the board
of health of that city; at the mouth of the Brazos and Bernard rivers,
and at Ban Latls Pase, by the county commissioners’ court of Bra.

zorin county; at Pass Caballe, by the city authnrities of Indianola;
at Aransad Pass and at Corpus Christi Pass. by the eity nuthoritics of
Corpus Christi; ut Brazos Santisgo, and at the mouth of the Rio
Grande, by the city suthorities of Brownsville.

Buid authoritics furnished we with u sketeh’or rough drawing of
loeality of their atutions, with their surreundings, appoinled bealth
officors, employed guards, bostmen, and made such other avrange-
menws 18 ware necessury for the husiness,  During the season it was
found noeceasnry L esiablish stations and plocu guards ut Palacios,
on Matagorda peninsula, who were employed and uuder the coutro)
of the county commissioners’ court of Matagordn county,

After the completion of the raileond conneeting New Orleans with
Texas, and afler the second cnse of yellow was repocted 1n that city,
the county commissioners’ court of Orange county, ut my vegquest,
Placed o health oflicer on duly at their ulatiou, newr the Sabine
river, for inspeciion and 1o be ready for sction, should it become
neeessary, who was continucd in servico until thv end of qunran-
tinc.

About the smne time also, Dr. A. P. Brown, upen my request, was
Eut on duiy of ipspection at Jeflerson, in Marion county, Toxns,

, and under the employment and pay of the Natienal Bourd of
Health, ag it had been done during (hie gquerantine season of 1879,

The health oflicers at the respective tations during 1his year wery
Dr. A. P. Brown, at Jefferson; Dr. [). O, Hewson, at Orange; Dr.
A. B. Chamberlain, at Sabine Pass; Do M. R Brown, at Gualvestion;
D, R, G. Turner, st the mouth of (he Brazos noil Bernard rivers,
and at St, Luis Pasg; Dr. P, K, Fistier, at Pasg Caballo; Dr, T, 8,
Burke, at Aransns Puss, and Dr. 8. A, Wolf, at Brazos Santiago
and at the moutl of the Rio Grunde.

1L is with pleasure that I hear witness to thae ditigent and intelli-

ent performance of their dutlies by these oflcers, and 1o the pro-
ound interest tuken in the sulject by the respective boards and offl
eora Laving unmedinle control of the slations.

EXPENSKE OF QUARANTING,

The lww of 1879 provided that tha State shonld pay all the ex-
penges of quarantine. This, wiil the other provisions then made,
materintlly ehanged and ineressed the oxpenses 10 he borne by tho
Btuie, and relieved the cities und towns from most of the expenses
previously paid by them. The expression in the law, that no health
officer should receive more than ten dollars per day, tended (o in-
crease the expenses by fixing that as the standing, = While at some
atationa the services were well worth that amount,.at others they
werd nob,  Btill she liberality of tho local authorities ran up thelr
wages Lo the highest point io every station ot the coast, except those
under the coutrol of the commissioners’ court of Drazoris county.
Another provision of the Inw constrained me w recognize 1his, which
wag that any health otficer appointed Ly the Governor could recsive
ouly $100 per month, which would not have been adequate compen-
sation at stalions, where $300 per month was too much,

Again, emergeocies would arise, especinlly during during the venr
1879, before we had reached anything like u complele organization,
wherein there was no time and opportunity to weigh the amount -of
expenscs that seemed to be required against the protection of the
lives of our people against 1he scourge of vellow fever,

In the year 187D, the yellow fuver having appesred in Memphls
and in New Orlouns, it was nccessary lo cutablish quarantine at
Crapgo, Waskum, Texarkaua and Denison, where trom the lnck of
proper urrangemeonts, much expense wus incurred, although Lealth
offieers and their asslstants were emploved at them, at a reagonable

rice. A3 consegquence of all these things, and others that might
Do enumgerated, 1he expeuses in 1879 excesded the aununl appropria-
tion of $20,000 considerably, as shown by the Comptroller’s report,
and those of 1880 much less, purtly becauso it was not necesssry to
establish guarenfine generally at the interior stations,

Deficiency for 1879, .. .ot it e iierari s iaicenns $6,735 21
Deficiency on buiddings. ..o viiiiinaiiie sinianens va 3,845 0f
Deotlciency for 1880¢. ... . e, DTS BT A 2,582 43

THE QUARANTINL HQUSESR,

By an act of the apccinl session, whicl went into offect on the
ninth duy of July, 1879, an appropristion of $7000 was made 1 ad-
dition to that of the regular session of $5002, making in all $12,000,
for the eraction of quarantine buildiags at Brazos Ssntingo, Corjius
Christi, Galveston, Indianola Saline Pass, Orange, Demscn, Tex-
arkansa and Marshall.

Under the law, the “medieal health officer of the State” having
been placed ‘entirely under the direction and control of the Gov.
ernor” {Dr, . Rutherford huving Leen appointed to 1hat position),
the business of lelting oul contructs, nnd alherwise sttending 10 this
business was entrusted 10 him simply because my other duties ren-
dered it impossible for me to attend o it myself.  The buildings at
Dentson, Texarkenn snd for Maralsll were let ont and completed at
u reasonable price, and as soon as practieable, but not in time to
have been of great servico in 1870,  The buildinge at Saline pass,
QGalveston, Poss Cabalio, Aransas Pass und Brazos Santisgo, which
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wara the stations under Lhe control of the places mentioned in the
act, were, perhaps unfortuaately, let ont to one man, ¢r to one firm
of builders, who delayed a completion of their crection until the
spring of this year, 1880, and consequently none of them were of
much use during the year 1870, That ane at Brazos Santlago was
8o situated as that it was blown to ricces during the first storm afier
its ercetion in the presont year, and ancther place for quarantine
purpose had to be provided on the wharf, owned by & private com-

any.
B The buildings for Galveston wero located on Pelicnn island, ap-
proaclable only in very shallow water, and have not boen used as a
quaraniing stalion either during this or the preceding year. No
bulldings have beou erected at Orange, the resson of which will now
be made to appear ou acccunt of a deficiency of the appropriation for
buitdings, which oecurred in this way: From the numsrous and
somawhat confused provistons of the act of the apecinl sossion of
1870, seetion 3, it waa construed at the Comptroller's Dflice that the
appropriation of $7000) therein made was liable for soms of the gen.
eral expenses of quarsnting, and not-oxelusively for buildings; and,
while that construction of the law prevailed, quite a cousiderahle
number of other itemes of expense were paid onl of thut appropria-
tion of $12,000 for building, which resnlted in a deficiency lhereot.
BUIPPING BEEF CATTLS TO HAVANA.

At the station at Indlancla, during the quarantine scason of 1879
sod 1880, beef cattle were ghipped in the trade batween that port
and Havana, in Cubs, the shippers paying the extra expense of o

uard, appointed by the city authoritics of Indianola, to superintend
t, and to sce that it was snfely done.

It was done after the most stringent regulations, and restriciions
wora prescribed by Dr. R. Rutherford, after he had visited the port,
inspected and approved of all of the arrangements made for doing
it. This trade in both of eaid years was of very great benefit to the
poaple of that section of the Btato, especinlly during the yoar 1879,
when there was a considerable failure of crops.

Bimilar arrangements were made late in the season of 1880 for that
trada ot Palacios, but little, if anything, was done at thas place.

The vessels came empty to the quaranbine slation, were disinfected,
aod slond off until the wharf was cleared and everything ready to
tranefer tho cattlo from the railroad curs vn the wharf and into the
vessel, which was superintended by a guard, who sgaw to it that there
waa no communication from the vessel to the shore,

This was successfully carrled out during parts of both yeara 1879
and 1880, at Indianola,

THE NATIONAL 1IOARD OF HEALTE.

1t is proper that I should acknowledge my obligations to that hoard
for benefite and courteay shown me as the head and director of quaran-
tina operations 1n Texas during the last two yeurs, and especially for
the valuable information and advice conveyed to me by Dr. Beomis,
a member of sald board, located at New Orlesns, upon whose advice
and infurmation, always furnished when requested, I Lave greatly
relied in my action on this subject. Jefferson, in Marion county,
though eituated on a navigable stream in connection with New Or-
leuns, wae not made by statute one of the stations provided for, and,
u%mn my application, that place was supplied by tlie National Bourd
of Health in 1870 and 188",

Sald board heratofore, since their institutien by an act.of Congress,
have been acting in aid of the Iocal boards of the States, with means
to sunplement any deficiency in the several States. By the impartial
information, which they are in situation to give, a8 to the existence
of infectious diseases, and on the subject of quarantine generatly,
which they have formulated into a system, they have thus far been
of most esacntial benettt to thuse lu Texas, administering the quiran
tine laws of this Siate. There has recently been 1nsnifested a public
sontiment in certain sections of the country, which, fron: the corres-
Eonﬂmlca 1 have had, I am justified in mylug. Is not partleipated in

y said National Board; wlich is, that tie Congress of the United
Btatos should assume exclusive control and manngement of the ex-
ierior quarantino operations, a3 a subject of natlonsl concern within
its appropriste powera,

To this I desire to enter here my solemn proteet, both on ex-
pedicncy nnd on principle.  First, it might be made instrumental in
the destruction of the commerce of our seaports, by the agency of
officers, over whom this Statc would have ne conirel, either in their
appointment, or their conduct. Second, the right to protect the
lives of ihe people of this State from coantagious diseases being jm-
ported into it through the chaunela of commerce, has never been,
and can never be, safely delsgated to any other government than our

own.
It [s true that Congress has had delegated to it tho power to regu-
late commerce, and the delegation iy geaeral—without any expressed
lisnitation—astill, to that, as well as to the general power 1o raise und
maintaln armies, there is a necossarily implied limitation when it
comes in conflict with the exercise of the reserved right of the State
to protect, by the use of all reasonable means, the lives of its own

inhabitants from contagious diseases which may be imported through
the channels of comwmerce. Congress may woll establish quarantine
stations upon our coast to facilitaie, and thereby to aid, in regula-
ting commerce with the infected ports of other eountries and the
administratlon of quarantine operations there in dlsinfecting vessols
and cargoes, daly certified to, might be respected in our ports just
a8 they are when certified to by the quarantine. authorities in New
York and in New Orleans, when our boards of Health and hoalth
officers shall have been first satisfied that it would be safe to do so.
It is suggested that upon the vine acres of land, under shallow water
contigaous to the channel, some distance oast of iho esst end of
QGuiveston island, latoly ceded to the United States for a light-house,
would be an appropriate place for n station for national quarantine
and that of the Btato being placed upon or near the east end of sal

istand, they might co-operate in facilitating commerce and the pro-
tection of the lives of tho people from condagious discases; and that
national stations also might facilitato the commerce of other ports
of Texns when the means of disinfecting vessels and cargoes mdy
liave not been provided. If, however, Congress should pass and
enforce o law probibiting foreign vesssls from paesing a quarantine
stasion, eatablished and regulated under a law of its own, and by
officers appointed by thu general government, the commerce of
Tezas will be regulated by the will of majorities one thousand miles
north of this State. The consequences may ba better imagined than
can pow be fully told. You are respectfully referred to the sub-
joined recommendations for the remedy, in part 4t least, proposed
to obviate tho necessity of the general government fo supplement
the State’s deflciency in the promotion of its own peculiar intoroests.

RECOMMENDATIONS RELATING TO QUARANTINE.
Flirst— Deficiencies.

By the mistake proviously referred to in construing the law, there
ia & deficlency 1n the bullding appropristion to pay part of the ac-
counts for the buildinge that were erected, amounting to $2845.21,
the money intended for that having been applied to other expenses
of quarantine, I therefore recommend that an appropriation bLe
made Lo pry that as well as the other deficiencies in quarantine ex-

enses DKYII ited in the Comptroller’s report for both years amount.

ng to $0317.04,

Amendment of the Loaws.

There arc five laws upon the aubject, passed nt diflorent sesaions
of the Legialatures. An examination of them will show that they
have not the consistency and distinctness that the present impor-
tance of the subject detnands, and which might now be attained
from our Jate experience in their execution, I therefors recommend
that they be revised and consolidated into one act, with such amend.
ments and additions as may be decmed proper, And by way of ad-
dition I respectfully recommend that provisions be madoe for a State
board of health, which shall be given control of all State quarantine
regulations, with the president or secretury hereof to have an office
in the capitol, and receive an annual salary for lis services. Thia
may be so devised as to not increase the expenses of the Ytate quar-
antine, nnd still bhave the advantage of collactiug the statistics of
heaith from all parts of the State, besides managing the quarantine
operations of the State when riccessary.

Amendments tn Regard to Quaraniine Slations.

I have beeo notifled by those having control of the railroad cross-
ing the river near Orange, that they would crect on this side of the
Szﬁ)ine river, auitable bulldings fordisinfecting freights comning from
New Orleans, when the yellow faver might pruvnﬁ in that city, to
which I have answered that I bad no objection to it, provided the
health officers of thia Btate were given control of the operations at
gaid stations,

It is of the first importance 1o the commerce of this Btate that the
trade with the tropical ports in Moxico, the West Indics and Brazil,
shiould not he shut out from our gorts during the eix montha of the
year, when it would be most profitable, by the prohilition quaran-
tine arrangements that we now have to establisl, in order to protect
the lives of our citizens in Toxas. Our ports are the appropriste
channels of trade with all of those countries, not onoly for this State,
put for the country one thousand miles or mwore nortliwest of it.
Our breadsiuffs, mests, vegetables and fruits would find a resdy
market ip those countries, to be paid by exchaoge for their coffee,
pugar, molagses, fruits and other articles of commerce, passing
throu%'h our ports. The city of New York never stops its trade
wilh Rio Janerio, Havana, Vera Cruz, or any of the tropical ports,
beeause there have been there provided smitable buildings and other
arrangements for disinfecting veasels and cargoos coming from in-
fected ports, at a quaraniine station, whose operations render such &
comumnerce safe,

New Orleana has a similar statien for the same purpose.

With our ports closed against this trade for six montbs in the year,
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and the railroads traversing all parts of the State, directed and oper-
ated in a way to sweep the commerce of this State intothe ports and
cities of other States, Texas must continie to suffer an immense loss
olf wlea]th and prosperity in trade, to which her natural position enti-
tles her.

I therefore respectfully, though urgently, recommend that mea-
sures be taken at once for the erection of suitable quarantine estab-
lishments at all of the passes leading to our ports, of which we have
five, to-wit: Sabine Pass, Galveston Pass, Pass Caballo, the mouth
of the Brazos, Aransas Pass and the pass at Brazos Santiago.

It will be for you to devise the means of doing this, should it be
undertaken.

I would suggest, as one means, that companies of persons inter- -

ested in the commerce of said ports and passes, might be chartered,
with authority to ercct said buildings, to be compensated in a grant
of land upon completion, as it is now made to railroad companies.
One million of acres of land, devoted to this purpose, would be far
more beneficial to the State, in facilitating and promoting its com-
merce, than the same amount to railroads, and the railroads them-
selves would perhaps receive the greatest benefit from it by the in-
crease of freight in the commerce thereby directed through our ports.
When we ghall have shown that we have in earnest made prepara-
tion to carry on this trade through our ports, it inay very greatly en-
courage and strengthen the efforts of our delegation in Congress to
get liberal appropriations for our ports and harbors.

If the appropriations by Congress for that purpose, made since
1840, at our annexation to the United States, are looked to, it will be
found that we are greatly in arrears, and that during that time the
ports of the North have had appropriated to them hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars to thousands ouly in the South, and comparatively
little to Texas, and that little has, for the most part, been wasted in
misdirected efforts. Let Texas do what falls within her province,
to show that our ports are prepared to receive and handle commerce
flowing and to flow through them during the whole year, and our
ports will be made accessible by deep-water channels.

Respectfully submitted,
0. M. RoBERrTs, Governor. .

Senator IToman introduced a bill entitled “An act to
amend article 316, of the Penal Code of the State of Texas.”
Read by caption and referred to Judiciary Committee No. 2.

A message was received from the House, announcing the
passage of the following resolution: :

Resolved, That the votes for Governor and Lieutenant-Governor of
the State of Texas be counted at 4 o’clock P, M., January 14, 1881,
in the Representative Hall, and the Senate be invited to meet the

House in this hall at said hour, to witness said count, and that the
Speaker appoint three members as tellers to count said vote.

Senator'Terrell offered the following resolution:

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate notify the House of Rep-
resentatives of the acceptance by the Senate of the invitation to meet
the House in the Representative Hall, to witness the opening and
reading of the returns of the election for executive officers of the
Btate; and that three tellers, who shall be indicated by the President
of the Senate, shall be present at the counting of said vote.

Resolution adopted, and Scnators Buchanan of Grimes,
Homan and Burton appointed by the President as tellers
on the part of the Senate.

S8enator Duncan, chairman of the Committee on Contin-
gent expenses, submitted the following report:

CoMMITTEE RooMm,
AvusTIN, January 14, 1881.
Hau. J. D. Sayers, President of the Senate:

Your Committee on Contingent Expenses, to whom was referred
Senate bill No. 11, the same being “An act making an appropriation
to defray the contingent expenses of the Scventeenth Legislature,”
having considered the same, beg leave to report said bifl with the
recommendation that it pass.

Duncan, Chairman,

Bill read first time.

On motion of Senator Duncan, the rules were suspended
and the bill placed upon its second reading by the follow-

ing vote:

YEAS—26.
Buchanan of Grimes Davenport, Houston,
Buchanan of Wood, Duncan, Lair,
Burges, Henderson, Lane,
Burton, Hightower, Lightfoot,
Cooper, Homan, Moore,

Patton, Stewart, Weatherred,
Rainey, Stubbs, Wynne.
Ross, Swain,
Shannon, Tilson,

NAYS.—none.

NOT VOTING—4.
Gooch, Murtin of Cooke, Martin of Navarro.
Harris,

Bill read second time and ordered engrossed.
Rule further suspended and bill placed upon its third
reading by the following vote:

YEAS—R4.
Buchanan of Grimes, Houston, Shannon,
Buchanan of Wood, Lane, Stewart,
Burton, Lightfoot, Stubbs,
Cooper, Martin of Navarrc,. Swain,
Duncan, Moore, Terrell,
Henderson, Patton, Tilson,
Hightower, Rainey, ‘Weatherred,
Homan, Ross, Wynne.

NAYS—none.

NOT VOTING—8.

Burges, Gooch, Lair,
Davenport, Harris, Martin of Cooke.
Bill read third time and passed by the following vote:

YEAS—20.
Buchanan of Grimes, Henderson, Rainey,
Buchanan of Wood, = Hightower, Shannon,
Burges, Homan, Stewart,
Burton, Houston, Stubbs,
Cooper, Lair, Swain,
"Davenport, Lane, Terrell,
Duncan, Lightfoot, Weatherred,
(Gtooch, Moore, Wynne.
Harris, Patton,

NAYS—none.

NOT VOTING—4.

Martin of Cooke, Ross, Tilson,

‘Martin of Navarro,

Senator Stewart introduced a bill entitled “An act to
amend article 4205, chapter 9, title 84, of the Revised Civil
Statutes, adopted February 21, 1879.” Referred to Judici-
ary Committee No. 1.

Senator Lane, chairman of the' Committee on Finance,
submitted the following report:

CommITTER Roow,
AvusTmiN, January 14, 1881,
Hon. J. D. Sayers, President of the Senate:

Your Committee on Finance, to whom was referred Senate bill
No. 8, entitled “An act making an appropriation for the mileage and
per diem pay of the members, and the per diem pay of the officers
and employces of the Seventeenth Legislature,” have considered
the same and instruct me to report the bill back with the recommen-
dation that it pass.

) LANE, Chairman,

Bill read first time. -

Ommotion, the rule was suspended, and the bill placed on
its second reading, by the following vote:

YEAS—28,
Buchanan of Grimes Homan, Rainey,
Burges, Houston, Ross,
Burton, Lane, Shannon,
Cooper, Lair, Stewart,
Davenport, Lightfoot, Stubbs,
Duncan, Martin of Cooke, Terrell,
Gooch, Martin of Navarro, Tilson,
Harris, Moore, ‘Weatherred,
Henderson, Patton, Wynne.
Hightower,

NAYS8—none,
NOT VOTING—R.
Buchanan of Wood, BSwain.
Bill read second time and ordered engrossed.
Rules further suspended and bill placed on its
reading, by the following vote;:

third
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YAB—2T, adjourned to meet to-morrow morning in the hall of the
Buchanan of Wood, Hightower, Rainey, House at 10 o’clock.
Buchanan of Grimes I-Iomxzn, &035. The Senators then proceeded to their chamber, when, gn
g(‘)‘;g‘;‘:{ Lair Stowart, motion o-f. Senator Gooch, the Senate adjourned till 9:30 a.
Davenport, Lightfoot, Stubbs, M. to-morrow.
Duncsn, Martin of Cooke, Swain,
Gooch, ﬁartin of Navarro, Telrrell,
Harris, oore, Tilson, FIFTH DAY.
Henderson, Patton, Weatherred. FIFT A
NAYS—none. SENATE CIIAMBER,
NOT VOTING—3. AvustiN, January 15, 1881.
Burges, Lane, Wynne. Senate met pursuant to adjournment; Lieutenant-Gover-
Bill read third time and passed by the following vote: | nor J. D. Sayers in the chair.
YEBAs—R9. Roll called; quorum present.
Buchanan of Grimes Davenport, Hightower, Pr ayer l_>y the Chaplam-
Buchanan of Wood, Duncan, Homan, On motion of Senator Duncan, thereading of the jour-
Burgos, Gooch, Houston, nal of yesterday was dispensed with, and the same adopted.
Burton, Harrls, Lair, Senator Burton introduced a petition signed 1 I ;
Cooper, Henderson, Lightfoot, "y " panced a gned by a farge
Martin of Cooke, Ross, Terrell, number of citizens of Fort Bend county, praying that Fort
Martin of Navarro, Shannon, Tilson, Bend county may be included in an inspection district, that
Moore, Stewart, Weatherred, they may have an inspector of hides and animals, and set-
};’;’i':']‘;’;- ng?i‘:;s' Wynne. ting forth that the stockmen of Fort Bend county are suf-
i AT fering irreparable injury from the want of such ispector,
8—none. v P
NO Referred to the Committee on Stock and Stockraising,
T VUTING, . : f :
Lane. Scenator Martin of Cooke, chairman of the Committee on

Senator Lightfoot introduced the following resolntion:

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Printing be instructed to
contract for the printing of 3000 copies of the address of Lieutenant-
Governor Sayers, for the use of the Senate,

Adopted.

On motion of Senator Duncan, the Senate adjourned till

3:30 ». M. to-day.

AFTTERNOON SESSION.

The Senate met at 3:30 r. M., pursuant to adjournment.

Roll called; quorum present.

Senator Buchanan of Grimes, chairman of Committee on
Engrossed Bills, submitted the foilowing report:

ComMmITTER ROOM,
AvusTIN, January 14, 1881,
Mon. §. D, Bayors, Proafdent df the Senate:

Your Committee oo Engrossed Bills have examined Senate bill
No. 9, “An act making an npi:ro riation to defray the contingent
expenses of the Scventeenth Legislature,” and find the same cor-
rectly engrossed.
BucHANAN of Grimes, Chairman.

CoMMITTEE RooM,
AusTIN, January 14, 1881.
Tlon. J. D, Bayers, President of the Sonate:

Your Committece on Engrossed Bills have examined Senate bill

Neo. 8, “An act making an appropriation for the mifeage and per

diem pay of the members and the per diem pay of the officers and

employees of the Seventeenth Legislature,” and find the same cor-
rectly engrossed.
BUCHANAN of Grimes, Chairman.

Senator Houston introdaced a bill entitled “An act regu-
lation juries in capital cases.” Referred to Judiciary Com-
mittee No. 2.

At 4 p. o, the Senate repaired to the House to meet in
joint session for the purpese of counting the vote for Gov-
ernor and Lieutonant-Governor.

In Jorwr Susston,

Roll called; quorum present.

The opening of the votes for Governor and Lieutenant-
Governor and counting the same was proceeded with, the
tollers on the part of the Senate—Senators Buchanan of
Grimes, Homan of Burleson, and Burton of Fort Bend—in
connection with those of the House, proceeding to perform
said duty.. After the count had proceeded for a consider-
able time, and not being able to complete, on motion of
Representative McComb of Montgomery, the joint session

Public Lands, submitted the following report:

CoMMITTER ROOM,
AvusTIN, Jannary 15, 1881.
Ton. J. D. Sayors, President of the Senate:
Your Committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred Senate
bill No. 6, entitled ‘“ An act for the relief of all persons whose lands

‘have been sold for taxes, and bought in by the State,” have con-

sidered the same, and instruct me to report the bill back to the Sen-
ate with the recommendation that it do pags, the committee being of
opinion that the relie: sought to be extended is urgently demanded
in all sections of the State, and can work no diminution of the revé-
nues.«

ManTiIN of Cooke, Chairman.

Bill read first time.

Senator Gooch introduced a bill entitled “An act to
amend article 4602, chapter 1, title 95, of the Revised Civil
Statutes of the States of Texas, go as to reduce the ad
valorem State tax to tlie rate of forty cents on the hundred
dollars.” Read by caption and referred to Committee on
Finance.

Senator Stewart offered the following resolution:

WHEREAS, The Comptroller of Public Accounts has from time to
time in his a:unual reports reported certain items of indebteduess as of
doubtful validity; thevefore, be it

Resolved, That a special committee of five Senators be appointed,
whose duty it shall be to inquire into the origin of such indebted-

‘ness, how it was contracted, to whom it was due in the first instance,

and the manner of its disposition as made by preceding Legislatures,
and that said committee report the result of their investigation at the
earliest practicable moment.

Adopted, and Senators Stewart, Patton, Wynne, Iloman
and Shannon appointed as such committee.

Senator Wynne introduced a bill entitled “An act to
amend chapter 4, title 0, of an act entitled ‘an act to
adopt and establich a Penal Code and Code of Criminal
Procedure for the State of Texas,” passed by the Sixteenth
Legislature of Texas.” Referred to Judiciary Committee
No. 2.

Senator Swain introduced a bill entitled “An act to amend
article 1587, title 32, chapter 12, of the Rewvised Civil Stat.
utes of the State of Texas.”” Referred to J udiciary Com.
mittee No. 1.

Senator Rossintroduced a bill entitled “An act to amend
article 15,:17 » of the Revised Civil Statutes, passed February
21, 1879.

Senator Buchanan of Wood intoduced a bill entitled “An



